
Nice of you to join us.

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l U m B i a
a l U m n i  m e m B e r  h a n d B o o k
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1908  Decades of cinnamon bun surpluses were guaranteed after the government of BC 
passed the University Act, creating UBC.

… and initiated you into the UBC Convocation.
yes, it’s exclusive and yes, it has benefits. and responsibilities, of 
course: what good thing doesn’t? But as a member of this select 
club, you won’t be seeing much more than the upside for the rest of 
your natural-born life.

to keep the magic happening, you don’t have to do much. this little 
book will be your guide to the wonders that await you. Prepare to be 
heartily pleased.

What are you?

Alumnus
one male grad
(or one generic graduate)

Alumni
two or more male grads
(or a group of mixed grads)

(We apologize for the apparent sexism of the terminology. Blame the Romans.)

An AlternAtive History of UBC:

AlumnA
one female grad 

AlumnAe
two or more female grads

Welcome  
to the club.

this is hoW the 
magic started:  
You crossed the  
stage, shook the  
chancellor’s 
hand and picked 
up a piece of 
parchment With 
Your name on it. 
those feW seconds 
transformed You 
from a student to 
a graduate… 
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1922  Students undertook The Great Trek from downtown Vancouver to the Point Grey 
building site, demanding that the province continue construction – halted since the 
war – of their university. Fortunately for all of us the government listened.

1916  The first student publication, Anonymous, is published. Two years later the nameplate 
is changed to the more familiar Ubyssey.

As a lifetime member of the UBC  
Alumni Association, I solemnly swear to:

 

  Uphold the traditions that make me proud of UBC (storm the 
Wall, decorate the engineers’ Cairn, go to bzzr gardens, leap 
from the 10 metre platform… naked, of course), and try to forget the 
ones that don’t (the lady Godiva ride, final exams).

 keep my contact information up-to-date.

  take a stroll on campus every couple of years and attend at least 
one alumni event a year.

  encourage others to attend my alma mater and thus contribute to 
the perpetuation of the work of UBC. (Basically, tell everyone that 
this place is hip, swell, the bee’s knees, money baby, funky, RAD, 
groovy, far out, sweeeeet, dope, awesome, happening, hot or just 
plain cool.)

  represent UBC in my community by modelling good citizenship.

  keep blue and gold body paint in supply, just in case the super fan 
mood strikes.

 Give my time, talent and treasure to the institution.

  earn my own place among UBC alumni who, by their devotion 
to these ideals, have brought recognition and honour to our 
alma mater.

X
    PLEASE SIGN WITH BLOOD, THUMBPRINT, BALL POINT PEN OR INvISIBLE INk
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1944-51  After the war, the student population tripled, resulting in a building boom on campus 
and the introduction of the Huts. War Memorial Gym was built to recognize the 
province’s war dead.

1925 After 17 years, UBC finally moved to its permanent home at Point Grey.

Requirements of Membership
your time at UBC taught you, if nothing else, that knowledge is the 
key to success. in a universe fraught with disorder, dissonance and 
disharmony, it’s refreshing to find that some constants prevail. With 
your degree(s) tucked firmly under your arm, you have some right 
to expect that the world will pay attention.

But good results often depend on good behaviour. so, to help you 
proceed in the world (regardless of what stage you are at currently), we 
provide you with some rules of conduct, some special advice, if you 
will, offered in the hope that it will help you stay connected to UBC 
and advance in your career and in life, all at the same time.

1.  When someone asks you where you went to university, say “the 
University of British Columbia.” to strangers, UBC sounds like 
the call letters of a radio station in Uzbekistan.

2.  Wear UBC gear. it needn’t be ostentatious, but a golf shirt, 
scarf or pair of gym shorts with the crest on it says “i’m kinda 
proud of this place.”

3.  Wax nostalgic. at your next board meeting, say, “Gee, these  
cinnamon buns remind me of the ones they made at UBC. not 
as good, mind you, but they make me yearn.” a little tear in the 
eye helps.

4.  Get an ACard. they’re free, last forever and give you access to 
the largest university library in Western Canada. sitting on the 
bus reading a UBC-labelled book carries automatic cachet.

5.  send us your email. We will send you news about UBC and  tell 
you about lectures, reunions and opportunities for networking 
and mentoring by email. Why miss out? you can always say “no,” 
but you won’t want to.

6.  remember UBC to your friends. if their children are smart, 
encourage them to apply.

7.  visit the vancouver campus. Whether you left five or 50 years 
ago, you’ll see some amazing changes. and, of course, lots that’s 
still the same.

8.  visit the Kelowna campus. it’s new, bright, intimate and dynamic. 

9.  Get involved. your faculty, school or department has opportunities 
for you to have some fun, meet some students and share your 
wealth of experience.
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1956  UBC adopted students and faculty from the Sopron School of Forestry in Hungary 
forced to flee during the Hungarian Revolution.

1954  Fire nearly destroyed UBC’s student centre, Brock Hall. Alumni and students stepped up 
to supply funds for reconstruction. The building reopened in six months.

The Perks: Win-win
our offers not only save you money and keep you 
connected, but part of the proceeds goes to support 
alumni and student programs.

Onl Ine

  free lifetime email forwarding account.

  the opportunity to network with fellow alumni through exclusive 
groups on popular networking fora like facebook, twitter and 
linkedin (or whatever is in fashion).

GOOds  And  s eRv I Ce s  · www.alumni.ubc.ca/rewards

  Alumni merchandise at UBC’s bookstores. you’ll find some of the 
best quality and most stylish UBC alumni gear you can imagine. it 
looks great, screams “UBC” and brands you as a player.

  free trek Magazine subscription (as long as your address is 
up-to-date).

  official UBC diploma frames (as opposed to the cheap knock-offs).

  affordable group rates on life, health and dental insurance from 
Manulife financial.

  Preferred group rates on home and auto insurance from tD 
insurance Meloche Monnex.

  special rates from the UBC Alumni Association Mastercard.

  access to enticing alumni trips to destinations all over the world.

  discounts at great hotels around the world through hotels.com.

CAReeR  s eRv I Ce s

  let career services help you achieve your 
career and life goals, whether it be a change 
in jobs, career guidance or helping you be-
come alumnus/alumna of the century.

  as an employer, get access to a great crop of new recruits. your 
company could use these great minds!

CeC I l  GReen  PARk  HOUse  · www.cecilgreenpark.ubc.ca

  Bridezillas and nervous grooms can relax. What better place to 
get married than your own clubhouse?

  not just weddings! impress your friends and colleagues by 
booking your next business meeting/day retreat/birthday party 
right here at Cecil Green.

ACARd  (see page 20 for full details)

Our affinity partners didn’t make us include their logos, we just like them that much:

alumnus  
of the century!
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1968  The Student Union Building opened while campus rebellion hit a peak. Yippie Jerry 
Rubin led a sit-in at the Faculty Club.

1967  Cecil Green, philanthropist and co-founder of Texas Instruments, bought and donated the 
Yorkeen mansion to UBC. Renamed Cecil Green Park House, it’s now the resplendent home of 
the UBC Alumni Association and Vancouver’s #1 wedding destination.

Communications
as a UBC graduate you are entitled to classified information. you 
will automatically receive a free subscription to Trek magazine 
(but if you are so inclined, make cheques payable to the UBC alumni 
association). Trek is mailed to you in the spring and fall and online 
issues are emailed four times a year. it’s a downright entertaining 
read and keeps you up-to-date on all things UBC – including its 
people. if your future involves saving the world, you might just 
make the cover.

Make sure we have your up-to-date email address so you don’t 
miss out. you can update it on our website and, while you’re there, 
check out the podcasts, photo galleries, links to social networks 
and all sorts of fun interactive stuff. We don’t get as many hits as 
Wikipedia, but at least our information is accurate. most of the time.

www.alumni.ubc.ca

special events
We organize more than 250 events a year on our campuses, in the 
lower mainland, the okanagan and around the world. these can be 
intellectually stimulating, socially entertaining or good for your 
career. sometimes, all three. make sure we have your email address 
to receive your invitation.

Alumni Achievement Awards: We celebrate alumni who have made 
a big splash in the world through their brilliant accomplishments, 
their dedication to UBC or their general good works. a feel-good 
evening for sure.

Alumni Weekend: every may, thousands of members come back to 
the vancouver campus. it’s like a big reunion, but better. imagine a 
warm spring afternoon between classes sitting in the rose Garden 
with your best friends: that’s alumni Weekend. featuring tours, 
classes without quizzes, a barbeque, family-friendly activities and 
more, the weekend is laid-back, casual and lots of fun.

Homecoming: you know how we told you to keep a supply of blue 
and gold body paint on hand? here’s your chance to use it at our 
annual homecoming football game.

Alumni Association AGM: the UBC alumni association’s annual 
General meeting is a great chance to get up to speed with the work 
of the association’s staff and the Board of directors, and to mingle 
with fellow alumni. you know what they say: come for the quorum, 
stay for the wine.

Check out the events section of www.alumni.ubc.ca for information 
about the other 247 or so events.
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1973  The Pit Pub opened in the basement of the SUB, saving future generations from ever 
having to say, “Man, this place is a pit!”

1969  UBC Engineers absconded with Vancouver’s beloved nine o’clock gun. For four nights 
the city sat silent, awaiting the return of its comforting bang.

Attention Whippersnappers,  
Youngsters, Ankle Biters: Our Future
the initiation process was rough – surviving four years of essays, 
labs and exams certainly wasn’t easy – but now that you’re one of us, 
it’s time to reap the rewards. did you know there’s a program for 
recent graduates just like you called the next step?

like the name suggests, this program provides advice and guidance 
for your next steps after graduation. it also keeps your brain and your 
social life in tip-top condition with plenty of intellectual stimulation 
and chances to network with other recent grads.

Whether you need to know about dressing to impress, managing 
your finances, or tuning up your workplace skills, the next step 
will help you plan for a rosy future. and when you meet up with 
your classmates for a reunion in a few years time, there might just 
be a little bragging going on….

Check out the young alumni section of www.alumni.ubc.ca for the 
most up-to-date information.

Branches
Whether in your area, or in your area of interest, UBC alumni find 
ways to gather beyond our campuses all over the world. our branches – 
organized by geography or by interests – bring like-minded people 
together and make magic happen.

from toronto to hong kong, Glasgow to denver, we have more 
than 50 regional branches world-wide to provide services to our 
alumni who are away from headquarters. and our affinity groups 
range from athletics to entrepreneurs (sPark).

Go online and see if there is a branch (and like-minded folk) in your 
area. Check out the branches section at www.alumni.ubc.ca for 
more information.

Canada:

Barrie
kamlooPs
viCtoria
CalGary
lethBridGe
montreal
ottaWa
toronto

United StateS:

aUstin 
Boston
ChiCaGo
denver
los anGeles
minneaPolis
neW york
orlando

Portland
san franCisCo
seattle
sCottsdale
WashinGton, d.C.

international:

Brazil
China
finland
Germany
honG konG
india
indonesia
JaPan
malaysia
maUritiUs
PhiliPPines
sinGaPore

soUth korea
taiWan
thailand
aUstralia
neW zealand
denmark
franCe
enGland
sCotland
GreeCe
the netherlands
norWay
rUssia
sWeden
arGentina
BermUda
United araB  
emirates
qatar

arts Co-oP
athletiCs
film ProdUCtion
sCarP
sPark

regional 
BranCheS

affinity 
BranCheS
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1986  Last ride for Lady Godiva. A mock funeral procession was held in its stead.1982  At it again, UBC Engineers hung a red Volkswagen Beetle from the Lions Gate Bridge. 
Police and commuters were not impressed, but aficionados of stylish pranks were 
well pleased.

volunteering
time is like money. there’s not much to spare.

But can you spare some for your alma mater?

as well as the warm inner glow that comes from helping others, we 
all know that when you volunteer you receive massive amounts of 
karma* credit. you grab the last free parking spot, you get all the 
good scrabble squares, you walk under ladders with abandon, ev-
erybody adores you and it makes your resume look good. and, it 
makes your university look good.

to see all the myriad ways you can get involved with your alma mater, 
go to www.alumni.ubc.ca or for the full monty of engagement and 
philanthropic options, go to www.startanevolution.ca.

volunteer Opportunities
Mentor students: let them know now what you wished you knew 
then and help them kick-start their careers. here’s your chance 
to pretend you know more than they do. We’ve been doing it for 
years now.

serve on a committee: you have great ideas about governance, 
curriculum, event planning and communications. Why not share 
these with your alma mater?

organize a reunion: track down the old gang and compare 
waistlines, resumes and the truths of the old stories.

Graduation: Welcome new members and give them a good reason 
to stay connected.

Alumni Branches: distance is no object. there are more than 50 
alumni branches around the globe.

Alumni Weekend & other events: help out, have fun, learn new 
things, meet new people.

serve on the Alumni Association Board of Directors: help guide 
the alumni association and be a voice in the university’s affairs.

Check out the volunteer section at www.alumni.ubc.ca for 
more details.

* or grace or luck or just plain good feelings – choose your denominational good vibe.
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1997  Prime Minister Jean Chretien jokes about putting pepper on his plate after the 
RCMP pepper sprays protestors of the APEC Summit held at the Museum of Anthro-
pology in November.

1992  The then-unknown Toronto band, Barenaked Ladies, headlined the first Arts County 
Fair. Sadly, this 16-year tradition came to an end in 2007 after years of losing money.

little known facts about UBC:
  When UBC’s varsity teams were deciding on a nickname, students’ 
suggestions included seagulls, Golden eagles and sea slugs. 
(Go slugs!) thunderbird – a powerful and revered creature from 
indigenous folklore – proved the strongest contender and was 
officially sanctioned by the kwicksutaineuk nation in 1948.

  librarian J. t. Gerould was dispatched to europe in 1914 by first 
UBC president frank Wesbrook on a book-purchasing mission. 
he was detained by German authorities on suspicion of spying for 
the British. their evidence? he was carrying a site plan for UBC’s 
proposed Point Grey campus. he was held for three weeks in 
leipzig before being released, spending part of this time in prison.

  tennessee Williams was an artist in residence at UBC, circa 
1980. he was, by all accounts, very brilliant and very drunk.

  the thunderbirds basketball team took on the Harlem Globe-
trotters in January, 1946, and won!

  famous people who have attended or graduated from UBC include 
actress evangeline lilly (of Lost fame), pro baseball’s Jeff francis, 
iconic journalist Pierre Berton, prime ministers John turner and 
Kim Campbell and, of course, nardwuar the Human serviette.

  in 1929, a 24-strong herd of ayrshire cattle was donated to the 
university. only problem was, the cattle were located in their 
native scotland. that year, intrepid scot, John young, accompanied 
the “bonny coos” to vancouver. he later became manager of the 
UBC farm.

  the ladner Clock tower does not have any bells. Chimes are 
generated by a  carillon system in a small adjacent building and 
transmitted through loudspeakers housed in the tower.

  UBC is a popular filming location. famous on-set 
visitors include Morgan freeman, Joshua Jackson, 
Jessica Alba and isabella rossellini. movies and 
tv shows featuring backdrops you may find familiar 
include fringe and the l Word. ask the former 
editor of Trek about the nude scene filmed outside 
his window.

  agreement to build the asian Centre was finally granted when 
a UBC professor ceremonially threatened the president at 
sword point.

  UBC’s Chan Centre is shaped like a cello, Koerner library like a 
book, the first nations longhouse like a canoe and the layout of 
the nitobe Memorial Garden is modelled on the milky Way.
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2005  The empire expanded, as the old OUC campus in Kelowna was reborn as UBC 
Okanagan, now referred to as UBC’s Okanagan campus.

2003  Cheap transit arrived on campus with the introduction of the U-Pass.

“Hail, UBC”
words and music: stephen Chatman

Are you really playing this? 
If so, email us for the full sheet music.  
(And let’s make a video)

key locations
Whether you’re looking for intellectual stimulation, culture or just 
a little exercise, the UBC campuses have a lot of great places worth 
revisiting. Besides, you’re a university graduate now and taking a 
date out to a&W doesn’t cut it anymore.

UBC LiBrary
www.library.ubc.ca

UBC aqUatiC Centre
www.aquatics.ubc.ca

the Morris & heLen BeLkin art 
GaLLery & BeLkin sateLLite
www.belkin.ubc.ca

the BotaniCaL Garden
www.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca

the Chan Centre for the  
PerforMinG arts
www.chancentre.com

UBC okanaGan LiBrary
www.ubc.ca/okanagan/library

athLetiCs and reCreation
www.ubc.ca/okanagan/athrec

interPretive traiLs
www.ubc.ca/okanagan/students/health-wellness/UBCo_trails

VanCoUVer CampUS

okanagan CampUS (www.ubc.ca/okanagan)

the MUseUM of anthroPoLoGy
www.moa.ubc.ca

UBC reCreationaL Centre
www.rec.ubc.ca

theatre at UBC
www.theatre.ubc.ca

nitoBe MeMoriaL Gardens
www.nitobe.org

thUnderBirds GaMes
www.gothunderbirds.ca

University GoLf CLUB
www.universitygolf.com

ConferenCes & aCCoMModation
www.okanagan.ubcconferences.com

fina GaLLery
www.ubc.ca/okanagan/creative
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Hail, UBC
words and music: Stephen Chatman
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   This is Your 
Alumni Card
(almost)

UBC,  vAnCOUveR  CAMPUs

Cecil Green Park house 
6251 Cecil Green Park road 
vancouver, BC v6t 1z1

tel: (604) 822.3313 
fax: (604) 822.8928 
toll free tel: 800.883.3088 
toll free fax: 800.220.9022 
alumni.association@ubc.ca

UBC ,  OkAnAGAn  CAMPUs

3rd floor, Charles e. fipke  
Centre for innovative research 
kelowna, BC v1v 1v7

tel: 250.807.8167 
fax: 250.807.8434

HOnG  kOnG

Unit 1207, 12/f., inG tower 
308 des voeux road Central 
hong kong

tel: 852.2111.4403 
fax: 852.2111.9532

this PaPer is elemental Chlorine free and manUfaCtUred UsinG Wind enerGy.
it’s also reCyClaBle. BUt don’t throW it aWay!
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Global Headquarters and Clubhouses

OK, so this isn’t the actual ACard, but you should  
get one! Head to one of the four locations  
(see website) to pick up your card and reap the  
following benefits:

  Community Borrower’s  
Library Card

  UBC Robson Square  
rental discounts

  University Golf Club  
special rates

  Vacation package discounts

  2-for-1 at the Museum  
of Anthropology

  UBC Bookstore discounts

  UBC Botanical and  
Nitobe Gardens discount

  Theatre at UBC deals

  Aquatic Centre discount

  UBC Thunderbirds  
game discounts

  Business in Vancouver  
subscription savings

  ICI Paints stores discount

  Special offers for  
UBC Continuing Studies  
summer institutes

  2-for-1 at the Beaty  
Biodiversity Museum

www.alumni.ubc.ca
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Alumni Affairs at UBC engages alumni,  
and students as future alumni, in the life  

of the university in its broadest sense.  
Through communications, connecting alumni  

to the institution and one another, and  
celebrating milestones, we enrich the lives  

of alumni and position them to be supporters  
of and advocates for UBC.


